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Infroduction

English is at the centre of all learning. Pupils must develop an awareness of the essentials of
grammar and spelling plus the skills of using language appropriately and competently if they
are not to be disadvantaged in later life.

Core Skills in English is a series that aims to infroduce pupils to the important features of the
English language and to enable them to develop their ability o use and understand English.
The series covers the essential skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing.

It concentrates on fundamental skills which are essential for effective, accurate and fluent
communication.

The series develops pupils” ability to comprehend written passages and uses both grammar
and comprehension in a series of relevant and structured exercises. Passages have been
carefully chosen to provide a wide variety of interesting material from both literary and non-

fiction texts.
How Core Skills in English works
e Comprehension

Passages are of varying length and complexity. The pupil is asked a series of questions. In
some cases the answers are explicit in the passage, while in others they are implicit. Some
questions go beyond the confines of the passage and draw upon pupils’ research skills.
In addition there are a number of exercises that are designed specifically to encourage
pupils o look for meaning in writing rather than merely to decode words.
Comprehension passages lend themselves to a number of differing approaches. They
can be used by an individual pupil or by groups of pupils, providing the basis for useful
work on speaking and listening.

e Grammar and Punctuation
Basic grammmatical structures and key punctuation points are covered progressively
throughout the series enabling pupils o build upon and consolidate skills.

e Wiritten style
Opportunities are offered for pupils to write in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes
and audiences. Ineachbook there are several sections that aim to broaden and develop
pupils” style of writing. These vary from drawing attention to over-used words and
suggesting alternatives to extending sentence construction. Pupils’ vocabulary is
broadened through a series of structured exercises.

Using this book

This Answer and Assessment Book gives teachers answers to the exercises in the textbook in
order to save them time. It also provides a number of photocopiable activity and assessment
sheets so that pupils’ progress, knowledge and skills can be assessed more easily.

©Folens Core Skills in English ~ Assessment Activities and Answers Book 1
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Page 9 - .,,.w\

Questions

10.

Snowy, the Polar Bear

In what part of the world does Snowy live?
Snowy lives in the frozen lands of the Arctic.
Why is he called the “white hunter”?

He is huge, white and an expert hunter.
How is it shown that the polar bear has great strength?

He is so strong that a single blow from his paw could break the
neck of an ox.

Why does he not freeze in the Arctic waters?

Snowy'’s layers of fat stop him freezing in the Arctic waters.
What protection has he from the glare of the snow?

Snowy has special eyelids that shield his eyes from the glare of
the snow and ice.

Why does Snowy not slip on the ice?

Snowy does not slip on the ice because the soles of his feet are
padded with fur.

What is the bear’s favourite food?

Snowy’s favourite food is seal flesh.

What enemies has the polar bear?

The polar bear’s enemies are the killer whale, the walrus

and man.

Where are the cubs born?

The cubs are born in a deep cave or snow tunnel.

How does the Inuit kill the polar bear?

The Inuit waits by a breathing hole in the ice, where the

polar bear will go to catch a seal.

The Inuit hides behind a white screen waiting for the bear to
make his prized kill; then he shoots the bear.

Pages 10 and 12

Mammal Fish Bird
bear herring magpie
seal plaice crane
doe trout eagle
ofter mackerel curlew
ferret salmon swift
weasel pike ostrich
polecat cod buzzard
mole perch stork
boar shark raven
shrew whiting rook
Page 12

(A)

1. at the end of every sentence there is a full stop.
At the end of every sentence there is a full stop.
2. sheis older thani.
She is older than |.
3. yesterday helen brady was absent from school.
Yesterday Helen Brady was absent from school.
4. ihave ababy sister named jane.
| have a baby sister named Jane.
5. pears and apples are delicious fruit.
Pears and apples are delicious fruit.
6. peterandiwent to the pictures together.
Peter and | went to the pictures together.
7. larry daly and michael rice are cousins.
Larry Daly and Michael Rice are cousins.
8. susan and kathleen were at the circus.
Susan and Kathleen were at the circus.

Z g2 0%
9. every day the teacher gives us homework. ZY y/t»%

"l
Every day the teacher gives us homework. ?«Frt
(continued on next page)
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Page 14

(A) Hand Signals
1. Iam going to...

| am going fo the left.
-~
2. lam going to...

| am going to the right.

3. lam going tfo...
I am going to stop.

(B) Road Signs

@@

1. Do not turn left. 2. You cannot go

straight on.

®

T
% ®
—

©

@@

4. Turn left. 5. One-way street.

S
A ©

7. Road veers 8. A thirty mile an 9. Stop, children
to the left. hour speed limit. crossing.

The smaller signs are corresponding older versions found in
copies of the question book.

6. Turnright.

3. Do not turn right.

Page 15

Questions

10.

Hero Of The Wild West

Where was Annie Oakley born? {
Annie Oakley was born in a log cabin in Ohio.
Why did she go out to hunt at such an early age?

She went out to hunt at an early age to help her mother
support the family. Her father died when she was only nine
years of age.

Who was Frank Butler?

Frank Butler was a champion marksman and Annie’s husband.

What nickname did Chief Sitting Bull give her?

Chief Sitting Bull called her ‘Little Sure Shot’.

How did she come to join the Wild West Show?

Buffalo Bill heard of her shooting skills and invited her to join
the show.

What trick did she perform in Berlin?

From a distance of thirty metres, she shot a cigarette from
the Crown Prince William’s lips.

What was her best trick?

She used a hunting knife as a mirror while she shot and hit a
row of targets behind her back.

What have the following got in common: New York,
Washington, Chicago, Dallas, Miami?

They are all cities in the United States.

Try to write a sentence for each of these words:

outlaw, rodeo, wigwam, ranch, sheriff, cowboy.

Some research may be needed to answer these last two
questions.

Core Skilis In English -~ Assessment Activities and Answers Book 1
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Page 17 >}
The Jumbo Jet
Questions @

1. How heavy is the Jumbo Jet?
A Jumbo Jet weighs 300 tonnes.
2. How much fuel does it carry?
it carries 214 000 litres of fuel.
3. How many passengers can it carry?
It can carry 416 passengers.
4. What height and speed does it reach?
At 10 600 metres, the Boeing 747 will cruise along at a speed of
912 kilometres an hour (660 mph).
5. What did a Jumbo Jet once meet with on its way to New
Zealand?
The aircraft met with a thick, deadly cloud of dust and ash
thrown into the sky by a volcano.
6. Why do you think its engines cut out?
They had been blocked by the ash.
7. What did the pilot do?
He put the plane into a glide and turned back for the airport.
8. What have Heathrow, Gatwick, Luton and Stansted all got
in common?
9. Who were the Wright Brothers?
Some research may be needed
for these last two questions.

Page 19

The Oldest Living Thing In The World
Questions

1. How did the Sequoia tree get its name?
It was named after Sikwayi, a Cherokee Indian, who invented
a system of writing for his tribe.
2. How high and wide is the Giant Sequoia?
It can grow to a height of 100 metres, and its trunk is so wide
that roads have even been tunnelled through a number
without any difficulty.
3. How is the Sequoia able to gain protection from enemy
insects?
The bark is so thick that it can easily resist the attacks of
chewing insects.
4. What is the oldest living thing in the world?
A tree called the Bristlecone Pine, native to the USA.
5. How isit possible to date a tree?
You can date a tree by counting its rings.
6. Why are some rings found to be bigger than others?
Some are bigger than others because the tree grew more in
some years than in others.
7. What kind of information can be got from these ancient trees?
By studying the trees’ rings, it is possible to build up a good
picture of the weather and the growing conditions of past
ages.
What are the main uses of trees?
List the names of all the trees you know.
0. Can you explain the difference between an evergreen and a
deciduous tree?
Some research may be needed for these last three questions.

— 0 ®
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Page 22

A)

10.

(B)

Singular and Plural

The boy put the cake in the oven.

The boys put the cakes in the ovens.

The farmer lifted the rock from the field.
The farmers lifted the rocks from the fields.
The cook prepared the dish in the kitchen.
The cooks prepared the dishes in the kitchen.

The bishop visited the church in the fown.

The bishops visited the churches in the towns.

His uncle gave him the watch.

His uncles gave him the watches.

The soldierloaded the gun with the bullet.

The soldiers loaded the guns with the bullets.

The bird flew from the bush. P
The birds flew from the bushes. MR
The plumber fixed the pipe in the cottage. e
The plumbers fixed the pipes in the cottages. b} )
The pirate attacked the ship near the island.
The pirates attacked the ships near the islands.
The class found the shell on the beach.

The classes found the shells on the beaches. o

He ate the biscuit on the tray.
He ate the biscuits on the trays.

She left the keys in the pockets.

The train sped through the valley. i > y%
The trains sped through the valleys.  # T
She left the key in the pocket. r/\

He bought the tie and the jersey. AM £

He bought the ties and the jerseys. | //
The ray of light came through the window. 3

The rays of light came through the windows.

Page 22 continued -~ " "

6.

7.

10.

(C

10.

f
2 > s

Snow covered the roof and chimney. - °
Snow covered the roofs and chimneys. .
The boat sailed away from the quay.
The boats sailed away from the quays.
The horse and jockey cleared the fence. °
The horses and jockeys cleared the fences.
The cow and the donkey ate the vegetable.
The cows and the donkeys ate the vegetables
They served the furkey at the dinner.
They served the turkeys at the dinners.

°

The ladies read the books on the trains.
The lady read the book on the train.
The dentists extracted the children’s teet
The dentist extracted the child’s tooth.
The enemies lived in far away countries.
The enemy lived in a far away country.
The foxes ate the salmon.

The fox ate the salmon.

The fish were swimming in the deep pools.
The fish was swimming in the deep pool.
The potatoes were served with fish.
The potato was served with fish.

The shops sell pliers and shears.

The shop sells pliers and shears.

The farmers put the turkeys in sheds.
The farmer put a turkey in the shed.
The brushes were left on the roofs.
The brush was left on the roof. ;
The husbands and wives played with the babies.
The husband and wife played with the baby.

h.

1
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Page 27

A Dinner of Smells

Questions

8.

Why was the poor man ‘tired and very hungry’?

He was tired and very hungry because he had not eaten

all day.

What caused him to stop outside the restaurant?

He stopped to sniff the delicious toad being cooked inside.
What is a Quadi?

A Quadi is a judge in a Muslim court.

What is a mullah?

A mullah is a person who is knowledgeable about the Muslim
faith and law.

Why didn’t the restaurant owner want the poor man outside
the restaurant?

The restaurant owner did not want a poor man smelling his fin
and expensive food.

How much could the poor man afford to pay?

He could afford nothing.

What tells us that the restaurant owner was a cruel and
mean man?

Any appropriate answer should be acceptable.

Was the Quadi a fair man?

Any appropriate answer should be acceptable.

(]

Page 28

Nouns

1. Rabbits dig burrows in the ground.
Rabbits, burrows and ground. 4 .l/

2. My dog livesin akennel.
Dog and kennel.

3. The bulifrog leaped into the pond.
Bulifrog and pond.

4. There are many giraffes and lions in Africa.
Giraffes, lions and Africa.

5. The eagle has a nest in the mountains.
Eagle, nest and mountains.

6. Honeybees make honey in hives.
Honeybees, honey and hives.

7. John Smith bought a donkey and a goat.
John Smith, donkey and goat.

8. The sheepdog buried a bone in the garden.
Sheepdog, bone and garden.

9. The spider spun a web in the garage.
Spider, web and garage.

10. The wasp stung Mary on the nose.
Wasp, Mary and nose.

13
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Page 32 continued

©

VRN A®N -~

The beat of a drum.
The rumble of a train.
The hoot of a horn.

The chime of a clock.
The screech of brakes.
The whirring of wings.
The crack of a whip.
The jingle of coins.

The lapping of water.
The rush of feet.

The swish of skirts.

The wail of a siren.

The sizzling of sausages.
The pitter-patter of raindrops.
The ping of a bullet.
The popping of corks.

frn

l

The Hedgehog

[

\

Dcomzo_._m L\/@\ V

1. How do you think the hedgehog got hisname? 7 ¥ <
The hedgehog got his name because he lives in hedgerows
and grunts and snorts around searching for food like a pig.

2.  How does he defend himself?
He defends himself by curling up into a ball and extending
his spines.

3.  What enemies has he?
Two of his enemies are the fox and the badger.

4. Where would you expect to find hedgehogs?
You would expect to find hedgehogs in ditches, hedgerows
and gardens.

5. How are the spines useful fo the hedgehog?
The hedgehog can use its spines for defence and for
collecting food.

6. What is the hedgehog's favourite food?
The hedgehog has many favourite foods including crab
apples and snakes.

7. What does he hunt by night?
At night he hunts for snails, beetles, woodlice, slugs and grubs.

8. When are young hedgehogs born?
Young hedgehogs are born twice a year. The first brood is
born in early summer and the second one is born in the
autumn.

9.  Why are baby hedgehogs defenceless?
They are defenceless because they cannot curl up into a ball
and they have only a few rubbery spines.

10. How does a hedgehog kill a viper?
He spikes the snake’s head and fangs and bites it on the back
of the neck until it dies.

(A
1. hedgehog. hyena, horse, hare, hippopotamus.
hare, hedgehog, hippopotamus, horse, hyena.
buffalo, badger, beaver, bat, bear.
badger, bat, bear, beaver, buffalo.
mule, monkey, moose, mole, mouse.
mole, monkey, moose, mouse, mule.
stoat, sheep, squirrel, skunk, seal.
seal, sheep, skunk, squirrel, stoat.
gorilla, giraffe, goat, gazelle.

gazelle, giraffe, goat, gorilla.

o A w0 DN
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Page 42

(A) ‘Two’ ‘Too’ ‘To’

1. Jane foundit ... difficult ... crawl between the ... legs of the

chair,
Jane found it too difficult to crawl between the two legs of the
chair.

2. She went ... the bathroom, turned on the ... taps and flooded
the place.

She went to the bathroom, turned on the two taps and
flooded the place.

3. lwas... frightened ... tell mother the story.
| was too frightened to tell mother the story.

4. When she broke the ... cups, Dad spoke gently ... her, but her
mother was not ... pleased.

When she broke the two cups, Dad spoke gently to her, but
her mother was not 00 pleased.

5.  There was ... much jam on the slice of bread.

There was too much jam on the slice of bread.

6. The doll was ... expensive ... buy.

The doll was too expensive to buy.
7. Itwas ... early for the baby ... go ... bed.
It was too early for the baby to go to bed.

8. During her ... weeks in hospital, she was ... sick ... suck lollipops.
During her two weeks in hospital, she was too sick to suck
lollipops.

9. The ... of usioved ... fug and pull the pillow.

The two of us loved to tug and pull the pillow.

10. Jane made ... much noise with the ... spoons.

Jane made too much noise with the two spoons.

Page 42 continued

(B) ‘Stood’ and ‘Standing’

1. lwas ... by the door when the accident occurred.

| was standing by the door when the accident occurred.

2.  He ... up and walked towards the window.

He stood up and walked towards the window.

3. The statue was ... in the corner.

The statue was standing in the corner.

4.  They were ... still when the National Anthem was played.
They were standing still when the National Anthem
was played.

5. The police will be ... close by.

The police will be standing close by.

6. You would see if you ... on the ladder.
You would see if you stood on the ladder.

7. The audience gave a ... ovation.

The audience gave a standing ovation.

(C) ‘Has’ and ‘Have’

1. The pups ... meat for dinner but the cat ... fish.
The pups have meat for dinner but the cat has fish.
2. We ... to meet the lady who ... the books.
We have to meet the lady who has the books.
3. Awhale ... lungs but afish ... gills.
A whale has lungs but a fish has gills.
4.  The girls ... measles and the boys ... the mumps.
The girls have measles and the boys have the mumps.
5. The soldiers ... guns and their captains ... swords.
The soldiers have guns and their captains have swords.

6. ... you heard the orders he ... given us?
Have you heard the orders he has given us?
7. ...she seen the present you ... bought?

Has she seen the present you have bought?
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Page 46

Extending Sentences

(8)

1. The bull chased him. Luckily he escaped.
The bull chased him but luckily he escaped. .
2. The policeman blew his whistle. The man stopped. w
The policeman blew his whistle and the man m_oouwam
3. Itis raining today. It was fine yesterday.
It is raining today but it was fine yesterday.
4. Our cat has a tail. A Manx cat has no tail.
Our cat has a tail but a Manx cat has no tail.
5. The player scored a goal. The crowd cheered.
The player scored a goal and the crowd cheered.
6. | knocked loudly on the door. She did not open if.
| knocked loudly on the door but she did not open it.
7. Alarge fire burned in the grate. The room was warm.
A large fire burned in the grate and the room was warm.
8. The cow was milked. The calves were fed.
The cow was milked and the calves were fed.

Page 48

Greece, Home Of The Olympics
Questions

1. Where were the Olympic Games held?
The Olympic Games were held in Olympia, Greece.
2. Why did the athletes travel early to the games?
The athletes arrived early so that they could train for the events.
3. What did the valley at Olympia look like at the time of
the games?
The valley was a sea of little white tents.
4. Describe the chariot race.
Competitors rode in two-wheeled chariots drawn by teams of

four horses. The race was run over a distance of nine kilometres.

5. What would happen on the afternoon of the third day of
the games?
During the afternoon of the third day, one hundred cattle were
sacrificed to please the gods.

6. Which were the most popular events of the Olympics?
The most popular events were the boxing and wrestling.

7. What did the winners receive?
The winners received a simple olive wreath.

8. Write out the timetable of events for the four days of the
Olympics.
An appropriate timetable should be acceptable.

oA
O Qo
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Pages 52 and 53

The opposite of ‘buy’.
A prison room.

Frozen rain.

Another name for a bucket.
A deep hole for water.
Another word for ‘to shout’.
The opposite to heaven.

The canvas on a boat,

A gifl’'s name.

A monkey uses it for swinging.

(A)

1. salmon, trout, minnow, shark.
minnow, trout, salmon, shark.
2. adlligator, frog, penguin, newt.
newt, frog, penguin, alligator.

Exercises

pail
well
yell
hell
sail

Gail
tail

3. elephant, mouse, fox, rabbit.
mouse, rabbit, fox, elephant.
4. duck, swan, seal, duckling.
duckling, duck, swan, seal.
5. zebra, monkey, kangaroo, camel,
monkey, kangaroo, zebra, camel.
©
F Fr FI Ph (f sound)
five Friday flag phone
farm fraction flash Philip
fun freckles flower photo
fork freeze flask phrase
finger frame flock phantom
father friend flood elephant

...gh (f sound)
rough

cough
enough
laugh

tough

tfrough

Pages 53 and 54

)

A caterpillar is a young butterfly or moth.
A fry is a young fish.

A grub is a young insect.

A tadpole is a young frog.
A lamb is a young sheep.
A cygnet is a young swan.
A kitten is a young cat.

A calf is a young cow.

A gosling is a young goose.
A leveret is a young hare.
A nestling is a young bird.
A piglet is a young pig.

An elver is a young eel.

A parris a young salmon.

VRN AWN—

hrON—O

The King'’s Problem
Questions

1. Where and when was Archimedes born? ©
Archimedes was born in Sicily, around the year 285BC.
2. Why is he famous today?
He is remembered as a great scientist and inventor.
3. What was the king’s problem?
He wanted to know whether his crown was made of pure gold.
4. Why did he turn to Archimedes for help?
He turned to Archimedes for help because he could not prove
that the mixture was not gold as it looked like gold.
What happened when Archimedes got into his bath?
The bath was full to the brim and when he got into it it
overflowed.
6. Why did he shout ‘Eureka’?
He shouted ‘Eureka’ because he had solved the king’s problem.
7. What discovery had he made?
He discovered that any object put into water will raise the water
by an amount exactly equal to the bulk of the object.
8. What do you think the king did when it was proved he had
been cheated?
Any appropriate answer will do.
9. List the names of any metals you know.
Some metals are silver, iron, copper, aluminium.
10. Write down what you know about any great inventor or
scientist.
Some research may be needed.

o
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Page 59

‘A’ or ‘An’

(A)

10.

We saw ... unusual crocodile near ... marshy swamp.
We saw an unusual crocodile near a marshy swamp.

| watched ... enormous reptile kill ... elephant in ... cave.

I watched an enormous reptile kill an elephant in a cave.
She saw ... swarm of giant ants attacking ... nest of
cockroaches.

She saw a swarm of giant ants attacking a nest of
cockroaches.

... huge frog, with ... long tail, leaped into ... deep hole.
A huge frog, with a long tail, leaped into a deep hole.

... eight-tonne dinosaur had ... small brain.
An eight-tonne dinosaur had a small brain.

... lguanodon laid ... egg the size of ... football.
An Iguanodon laid an egg the size of Q ﬂoo:uo__

... giant toad swallowed ... large fly.
A giant toad swallowed a large fly.

... Allosaurus was ... giant dinosaur.
An Allosaurus was a giant dinosaur. «

.. Archaeopteryx was ... flying bird.
>: Archaeopteryx was a flying bird.

I sent ... old dagger to ... friend in the museum.
I'sent an old dagger to a friend in the museum.

Page 60

(A)

SOoO®NOCOUOALN

o

(8)

10.

Verbs

The busy bee flitted across the room.
The horrid beetle crawled under the stone.

The pretty butterfly hovered near the rose bushes.
The timid snail glided along the damp grass.

The house spider scurried into its web.

The fat worm wriggled into its burrow.

The prickly hedgehog prodded the dog with its mv_smm
The golden eagle trapped the lamb in its talons.
The croaking bullfrog leaped info the deep pool.
The brown hen pecked the pan of oats.

He knew the man. He did not ... the stranger.
He knew the man. He did not know the stranger.
She wrote a lefter to her friend. She has

... o her friend.
She wrote a letter to her friend. She has written to her friend.

He went for a drive. He has ... to visit his aunt.

He went for a drive. He has gone to visit his aunt.

He came late last night. | did not know if he would ...

He came late last night. | did not know if he would come.
He gave her a lovely present. He has ... her a new car.

He gave her alovely present. He has given her a new car.
The hungry dog ate the meat. The dog had not ... for days.

The hungry dog ate the meat. The dog had not eaten for days.

He flew to London. He had never ... by plane.

He flew to London. He had never _ﬂ_oiz by plane.

She tore up my notes. My coat was badly ...

She tore up my notes. My coat was badly tormn.

The thief hid behind the tree. He had ... the jewels in a

safe place.

The thief hid behind the tree. He had hidden the jewels in a
safe place.

I forgot the man’s name. | had not ... my first meeting with him.
I forgot the man’s name. | had not forgotten my first meeting
with him.
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Page 62

1.

3.

4.

Unusual Fish

Where would you find the piranha?

The fish lives in the Amazon and Orinoco Rivers of South
America.

How can such a smaill fish as the piranha be so dangerous?
They have razor teeth and travel in large schools enabling
them to attack other animals many times their size.

What does the archer fish feed on?

The archer fish feeds on insects.

How does it catch its victim?

It fires a jet of water from its mouth at the insect. The insect falls
into the water and is quickly devoured.

Page 64

(A)

o v A w» N

~

10.

©

VONOCOBLN -~

. a pride of lions.

. a litter of pups.

. a pack of wolves.

. a school of whales.
. a barren of mules.

. a flight of swallows.
. a team of horses.

Collective Terms

fir, oak; ash; chestnut;

Trees

shark; salmon; trout; plaice;

Fish

Alps; Rockies; Himalayas; Mourne;
Mountains

Aftlantic; Pacific; Indian; Arctic;
Oceans

Japan; Ireland; Greenland; France;
Countries

New York; Moscow; Peking; Dublin;
Cities

canoe; punt; barge; catamaran;
Boats

guitar; flute; violin; mandolin;
Musical instruments

Viper; python; cobra; asp;

Snakes

Pluto; Venus; Mars; Saturn;

Planets

a tribe of goats.

a swarm of insects.
a brood of chickens.
a pack of cards.

a skulk of foxes.

a swarm of bees.

a nest of mice.

a gaggle of geese.
a bunch of grapes.
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Page 67 continued
©

1. Avehicle used by the army.
Jeep
2. A wild plant in the garden.
Weed
3.  Ananimal with antlers.
Deer
4. A vegetable like an onion.
Beet
5.  The meat of a cow.
Beef
6. To shed fears.
Weep
7. To spy through the keyhole
Peep
8. Part of your foot.
Heel
9.  Another word for *humble’.
Meek
10. Used for winding thread and fishing tackle.
Reel

Page 68

(E)
1.

2.

10.

(F

NN~

Like and Unlike

Which is an insect?
Bee

Which is a flat fish?
Plaice AN
Which grows in the garden? /
Flower

Which is a wild pig? !
Boar {
Which is a collection of animals? -
Herd

Which is a tree?

Beech

Which is a wild animal?
Hare

Which is a fox’s home?
Lair

Which is a female sheep?
Ewe

Which means ‘rough’?
Coarse

‘A’ and ‘An’

Mary saw an owl swoop down and kill @ mouse.
An eel wriggles like a worm.

An oyster lives in a shell.

A spider is not an insect.

A hyena makes an unusual sound.

A rabbit lives in an underground home.

A flatworm is usually smaller than an earthworm.

o=
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Page 73

(A)

O b

— ~
- o]
~

B g° @No opnoewn
A d

oo A~ Wb~

o~

More Confusing Words
Did or Done

Where did they build the hut?
Dako’s sister did not know if the stew was done or not.

Dana did basket weaving while Dako did the wood carvings.

The work was done but the chief did not know who had
done it.
Did the hunter kill the jaguar? Yes, he did.

Of and Off

The referee ordered the player off the field at the end of
the game.

The tall runner set off before the rest of the field.

The fox ran off with two of mother’s hens.

The man took off his coat and jumped off the rock.
Joan, the baby of the family, was afraid of the big dog
next door.

Angela turned off the television set before going off to bed.
The two of them strolled off down the dusty road.

At the far end of the field the player was carried off on
a stretcher.

Which of you tore off the new cover of my book.

He was so well off that he gave much of his money to
charitable organisations.

There and Their

The swallows were there with their friends the house martins.
Some birds obtain their food by digging with their bills.

To their amazement the penguins fluttered their wings and
waddled towards their camera.

The killer whales seized their victims in their jaws and
disappeared.

There is a kingfisher on that rock over there.

There were hundreds of crows flying home to their nests in
the woods.

The barn swallows built their nests there last year.

Scientists came to their village to study their habits and
customs.

Page 75 )

10.

The Garden w_o_ao_, /

What is the spider’s favourite food?

The spider likes to eat flies and other insects.

How does she gather it?

She spins a web to entrap the insects.

Why is the garden spider’s web sticky?

Some of the threads are coated with sticky beads of glue.
How does she avoid being trapped?

Her feet are covered with an oily substance which helps her
to glide over the surface of the web.

What are ‘palps’?

‘Palps’ are a pair of hooked feelers which the spider uses to
eat with.

How is she able to travel about quickly?

Her many legs help her to travel quickly.

Write the following words in sentences.

palps, spinnerets, claws, gnats.

When the spider eats she uses a pair of hooked feelers called
‘palps’.

The spider has six spinning fingers called ‘spinnerets’.

She has the most beautiful pointed claws at the tip of each of
her eight hairy legs.

She sometimes works throughout the night, weaving and
spinning the web into shape, in order to catch the early
morning gnats and flies.

Describe briefly and clearly how the garden spider’s web is
made.

Where in the garden would you expect to find a spider’s web?
Corner of a garden shed, between flowers and bushes.
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Words and Nature D; L

1. The bee hums.

2. The lamb bleats.

3. The horse neighs.
4. The donkey brays.
5. The dog barks.

6. The lion roars.

7

8

9.

1

The monkey chatters,

The bear growls.
The gorilla gibbers.
0. The cat purrs.

1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

The cow lows.

The bull bellows.
The duck quacks.
The hen cackles.
The mouse squeaks.
The frog croaks.

The swan whistles.
The rabbit squeals.
The pigeon coos.
The sparrow chirps.

| owoke the next day as fresh as a daisy.
The table he made was as sturdy as an oak.
He won the race because he ran as fast as a hare.

Her hair was as black as coal and her skin was as white as snow.

| will be as busy as a bee for the rest of the day.

After winning the race she was as happy as a lark.

The old man of the tribe was as wise as an owl.

Anyone who thinks the Earth is flat is as mad as a March hare.

1

2

3

4,

5. The gymnast on the mat was as agile as a monkey.
6

7

8

9.

1

0. If you keep eating all that food you will be as fat as a pig.

Page 82

10.

1.

The Mute Swan » &
Where do you usually see mute swans? P \i:\ 5

They live all year round on our rivers, lakes and ponds.

What use does she make of her webbed feet?

Her broad webbed feet help her to glide gracefully along

our waterways.

How does she find her food?

She grazes on weeds and grasses to be found just below the
water surface. She enjoys a tasty meal of eel grass and water
insects at the water’s edge.

Is the swan a good flier?

The swan is a powerful flier, and can cruise along at speeds of
60-80 kilometres an hour.

What special name has each parent?

The female swan is called a pen and the male swan is called
a cob.

What materials do the parents use to build their nest?

They use a combination of reeds, weeds and grasses.

Why does the swan dry her feathers before sitting on

the eggs?

She dries her feathers in order to keep the eggs warm.

What enemies has the swan?

The thieving rats and hungry ofters are her enemies.

What are young swans called?

Young swans are called cygnets.

How do they go sightseeing?

They go sightseeing by travelling on their parents’ backs.
When do cygnets become adult swans?

It takes about three years for cygnets to mature into

adult swans.
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Creatures of the Night

1. Whatis a mammal?
Mammais are warm-blooded animals and their babies are
born alive, not hatched from an egg.

2. What do bats like to eat?

Bats like to eat beetles, moths and spiders. Some bats like fruit,
especially bananas.

3. How do they navigate in pitch darkness?

The bat sends out loud squeaks. The sound bounces off
surrounding objects and the echo is picked up by the bat's
keen sense of hearing. In this way it avoids crashing into
objects.

4. How do bats capture their food?

They trap insects in their mouth or wings.

5. What is peculiar about the horseshoe bat?

It has a very funny snout and squeaks through its nostrils.

6. Where would you expect to find a colony of bats?

You would expect to find them in an old castle, cave, mine
shaft or empty dwelling.

7. Why does a bat hang upside down?

They do this for their own safety. If they are disturbed or
alarmed during the night they simply drop into the air and
fly away.

8. Describe the pipistrelie.

The pipistrelle has a tiny body like that of a mouse. Its thin silky
wings are joined to the rest of its body by a web of silk.

Page 87

Adverbs
(A)

1. He quick swam the first length of the pool.
He quickly swam the first length of the pool.
2. She argued bitter with her mother.
She argued bitterly with her mother.
3. The sun shone brilliant over the crowded stadium.
The sun shone brilliantly over the crowded stadium.
4. The actress spoke calm and slow.
The actress spoke calmly and slowly.
5. He won superb.
He won superbly.
6. She braverescued the drowning puppy.
She bravely rescued the drowning puppy.
7. The captain spoke gquiet to his team.
The captain spoke quietly to his team.
8. The garda (police officer) eyed the man suspicious.
The garda (police officer) eyed the man suspiciously.
9. We sat patientin the waiting room.
We sat patiently in the waiting room.
10. The king ruled his kingdom wise.
The king ruled his kingdom wisely.
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Write ten nouns that you can see in the picture.

1.

o &~ »w N

© Folens (copiable page)

10.

W e Write lists of nouns under the following headings:

Cities

Jobs

Your own choice
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Name: Date:

Adjectives

Adjectives are describing words. They describe nouns.

Underline all the adjectives in this passage.

In the autumn the female garden spider builds a soft cradle of smooth silk for
her small family. It is shaped like a small blackbird’s egg. She lays hundreds
of tiny eggs inside the silken cocoon. This is hidden among the overhanging

leaves or gloomy crevices under the window ledges and doors.

Choose the correct adjective from the box to fill in the blank spaces in the story.

feathered
happy
old

tiny
touching
black
main

Mrs Jones was an lady. She lived in a cottage on the
street of our village. Every day she would feed the
birds with pieces of bread. The birds would
fight off the sparrows to eat the bread. It was a ' sight to see this
woman with all her friends.

36 Core Skills in Engllish — Assessment Activities and Answers Book 1 © Folens (copiable page)



Name:

Complete this table.

Present tense
Today i ...

Past tense
Yesterday | ...

Past participle
I have ...

N\

am
beat
begin
blow
build
buy
choose
come
creep
do
draw
drive
eat
fall

fly
forget
give
go
grow
hide
know
rnng
rise
shake
speak
stand
steal
swim
take

write

was

came
crept

gave

rang

stood

wrote

begun

eaten

flown

hidden

swum

© Folens (copiable page)
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Name: ) Date:

Sentences

Sentences start with a capital letter and end with a full stop. They must make sense.

Write ten sentences about a visit to an airport.

®

DEPARTURE q -
/
G ‘ﬂg, &

Fie

r s G, B0
N A YA n

s ’ ?l

&5

24

e

Helpful words and ideas

... with my best friend ... a tour of ... motorway ... big car park ... large, modern building ...
hundreds of passengers ... hustle and bustle ... tickets ... suitcases ... saying goodbye ...
busy workers ... jumbo jets ... roar of the planes ... taking off ... landing.
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Date:

Punctuation of speech ?ﬁg
o

(T
These ten senfences need full stops, commas, quotation marks and apostrophes.

1. Please dont play with that air gun asked my father

2. [ltisntloaded | answered

3. Dont argue dad replied

4. Butit cant do any harm | insisted

5. Youre very obstinate sighed dad

6. Ive got the safety catch on | explained

7. Im sorry | ever bought it dad declared

8. Thats because | like to load it with pellets | answered

9. Theres going to be an accident one day dad grumbled

10. Im perfectly capable of handling a loaded air gun | said as | tripped over the mat

z::m% e Punctuate this more difficult passage. Underline all the speech first to help
you decide where to put the quotation marks.

little johnny was emptying his pockets before going to bed

Where did you get this money from his mother asked
fred gave it fo me for doing him a favour answered johnny
what exactly did you do for him his mother said

well said johnny i was bashing him on the head with a stick and he asked me to stop

© Folens (copiable page) Core Skills in English - Assessment Activities and Answers Book 1 39



Name:

Write examples to prove the rules.

RULE

EXAMPLES

Most nouns simply add -s to the singular.

Most nouns ending in -s, -x, -sh, -ch, -ss form
their plural by adding -es to the singular.

Nouns ending in -f or -fe in general change
the -f or -fe for -v and add -es.

Nouns ending in -y with a consonant
before, change the -y to -l and add -es. If
there is a vowel before the -y, add -s.

% e Write some sentences using the words you have chosen.
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Name: Date:

Plurals 2

Write examples to prove the rules.

RULE

EXAMPLES

A small number of nouns remain
unchanged in the singular and plural.

Some nouns ending in -0 add -es in the
plural. Others add -s.

Some nouns have no singular.

A few nouns form their plurals by
changing their middie letters.

% e Write some sentences using the words you have chosen.

© Folens (copiable page) Core Skills in English — Assessment Activities and Answers Book 1 41



Name: __. Date:

Letter box

The letter box hides a secret lefter.

e |dentify the sentences which have
direct speech.

e Colour the squares which have the
same numbers as the direct
speech sentences.

7 8 9 e What letter is revealed?

e Add speech marks around the
direct speech.

10 11 12

—_

Where's the spinach? asked Popeye.
Dinosaur steak again! moaned Fred Flintstone.
What big ears you’ve got Mr Spock said Red Riding Hood.

Dorothy complained that her red shoes were kiling her.

Sorry can’t stay, must fly called Superman.

Robin reminded Batman that he was wearing his underpants outside his trousers.
Dr Doolittle wondered when the animals would reply.

Tarzan, I'm sick and fired of doing the ironing grumbled Jane.

O o N O O DN

The dentist rang Dracula to tell him his false teeth were ready.
10 You can come out now Rambo, the mouse has gone called his mother.
11 Indiana Jones, what a strange name, wouldn’t Smith be better? asked the teacher.

12 The garage informed Dr Frankenstein that the bodywork was finished.
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Name: Date:

Opposites

Match the opposites.

question shallow
open poverty
correct rude
arrive depart
success junior
senior ’ difficult
innocent wrong
sweet import
tame wild
polite interior
quiet answer

giant scarce

plentiful Quilty

exterior barren
wealth closed
export stale
private noisy
eqasy failure
deep public
fertile sour

fresh dwarf
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Name: Date:

Dictionary work

It is important that you know the alphabet before you can use your dictionary.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Answer these puzzles. Put the answers in alphabetical order.
Answer Alphabetical order

1. A female sheep.

2. You see with them.

3. Alefter that you drink.

4. Aline of people waiting for something.

5. Aletter that is a vegetable.

6. Ships sail on it. It rhymes with tea.

7. Frozen water.

8. Half of 160.

9. Containing nothing.

10. Grapes grow on it.

WORDS OF INTEREST

Look at the letters which make up these words. What makes these words special? You should
look up the meanings of the words in your dictionary.

BOOKKEEPER

INDIVISIBILITY

STRENGTH

FACETIOUS

QUEUE
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Name: Date:

Letters

Write a thankyou letter.

] 2058 RIES

© <
©
< O

2 a@=d RBET

O o

°
<o <
1

2B E

E0=¢ FIB

2=

ek Yey Themi e

When you have finished go back and check your work.

Is the address in the right place and is it correctly punctuated?
Have you started and ended the letter in an appropriate way?
Is the letter set out in paragraphs?

© Folens (copiable page) Core Skills in English — Assessment Activifies and Answers Book 1



Name: Date:

Vocabulary

Special words exist to describe "a lot of’ the following. Use your dictionary to find what they are.

a lot of ships

a lot of cattle

a lot of money

a lot of riotous people
a lot of snow in a storm

o3 T =

There are often special words to describe large sizes. Use your dictionary to find out what they
are.

a big ship
a big man
a big pond
a big tent
a big stone

O3 T @Q —

‘Get’ is a word we tend o overuse. There is usually a better word. Use your dictionary to find
some alternatives.

to get smaller

to get better

to get better from an iliness
to get going

to get on a horse

30~ —a

‘Nice’ is also an overused word. Use your dictionary to find alternatives.

a nice jacket (up to date, the latest design) fa

a nice meal (tasty, satisfying) ap
a nice book (gripping, very interesting) fa
a nice surprise (giving happiness) pl
a nice conversation (topics appeal to you) in
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Chats

“These are speech marks”

This is a speech bubble

e When people speak we put the words they say inside speech marks, like this: "How are you?”

e When you are writing speech you let the reader know who is speaking by adding words like
said, shouted and called.

e Wirite out the story, putting the words in bubbles into speech marks.
The first one has been done for you.

“I'm hungry.” said Zoe.

We haven’t got much
food in the house.
We shop on Saturday.

That's OK.
I eat anything.

ﬁﬂ‘/‘?;é e Make up another chat between Claire and Zoe.
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Be a proofreader

e Proofreaders use special marks to point out mistakes.
e These paragraphs tell a story, but there are some mistakes.
e Use the proofreader’s marks to correct them.

| have always wanted my own dog, you can Proofreader’s marks

—

arm—

keep posh bicks and comupters, all | want is Make a capital letter

~
a litel furry friend. | want a yorkshire Terrier. Make a small letter
O)
My dog says dogs are nastismelly yappi fings Add a full stop
LY
that are alwise under yor fet and make A
Add a comma
messes in the garden he says | will hav fo PP

weight until | have a home of my own, then Wrong spelling

—
Ican do as |l like. Sometimes | relly hate him. Move something
Two weeks before my birthday | got home New paragraph

from shool. | was wet, again, it always rans

wen school finishes. Mum was siting in the
kitchen drinking coffe with her friend, she
cald out Helo andtold me to put my wet stuff

on the boilerto dry, | walked thru the kitchen

and saw ...

% e Write out the correct version and finish the story.
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